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to man, whose subordination was to be distinctly marked in public, 
and which forbade her assuming the position of teacher, or otherwise 
asserting herself intellectually in the Christian gatherings. 

The general idea of woman in the New Testament at which Pro- 
fessor Adeney arrives can be seen in these words: "Throughout the 
New Testament, woman, though often highly honored and sometimes 
seen in very beautiful lights, is yet second in position and influence to 
man. There was no woman Christ ; there were no women apostles. 
None of the leaders of the church were women. No book of the New 
Testament was written by a woman. It is doubtful if any women 
were officials of the churches at all, although, perhaps, the order of dea- 
coness was established in apostolic times. At all events no New 
Testament churches were ever presided over by women presbyters or 
women bishops" (p. 265). As a statement of historical facts this 
paragraph is unquestionable. But Professor Adeney seems at this 
point to intend more than the recital of history. If he wishes to 
argue that therefore woman should today occupy no different position 
and assume no other function than those which the New Testament 
describes her as possessing in the first century, that is quite another 
matter, about which much might be said upon a suitable occasion. 

C. W. V. 



LITERARY NOTES. 

The Open Court Publishing Co. publishes a thin volume of 
poems by Paul Carus, entitled Godward,a Record of Religious Progress, 
and the third edition of the same author's The Religion of Science. 

Thomas Bailey Saunders has translated the recent paper of Har- 
nack, Thoughts on the Present Position of Protestantism, a little treatise 
that demands the attention of every earnest thinker. (Imported by 
Macmillan Co.; $1.) 

In a pamphlet of eighty pages, entitled Evangelium und moderne 
Moral (Berlin : Schwetschke, 1898), Pfarrer Leonh. Ragaz gives a help- 
ful discussion of the relation of the gospel to present-day ethics, both 
practical and theoretical. 

A sixth volume of the Polychrome Bible (Dodd, Mead & Co., New 
York) has now been issued. It is the volume ow Joshua, translated by 
W. H. Bennett, professor of Old Testament languages and history at 
Hackney and New Colleges, London. 
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Professor Robert Mackintosh, author of the well-known work 
upon Christ and the Jewish Law, has published an exceedingly thought- 
ful book entitled From Comte to Benjamin Kidd (Macmillan Co. ; $ 1.50). 
The book is a series of studies of Comte, Spencer, Stephen, Darwin, 
Weissmann, and Kidd, together with a series of notes upon other 
workers in the same line of thought. 

Dr. H. P. Chajes has made an interesting contribution to the study 
of the book of Proverbs in his Proverbia-Studien (Berlin : Schwetschke, 
1899 ; pp. 46 ; M. 1.60). He confines his investigation to the so-called 
Solomon collection, chaps. 10 : 1 — 22 : 16, and finds that originally the 
sayings were arranged in groups, all the proverbs of each group begin- 
ning with the same letter, and the groups arranged in alphabetical 
order, quite in the manner of Ps. 119. 

In September of last year Professors Sanders and Kent published 
their little work entitled The Messages of the Earlier Prophets (see the 
Biblical World, January, 1899). The usefulness and excellence of 
the book have approved themselves to the public, and a second edition 
is now issued. Meanwhile arrangements have now been made for a 
series of twelve volumes of similar nature and purpose, covering the 
whole Bible (New York : Charles Scribner's Sons). 

Two essays are combined in a pamphlet entitled Zwei akademische 
Vorlesungen uber Grundprobleme der systematischen Theologie (Berlin : 
Duncker, 1899; pp. 43 ; M. 2), by Dr. Georg Wobbermin. One is a 
discussion of the evidence for the truth of the Christian religion; the 
other a discussion of the problems and the method of evangelical dog- 
matics. These are great themes, which the author deals with seriously 
and ably. His point of view deserves consideration. 

The annual sermon before the Baptist Missionary and Publication 
Societies was this year preached by Dr. G. C. Lorimer, of Boston, and 
now has been published with the title Christianity as a World-Power 
(Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1898; pp. 44; 
$0.10). The author's confidence in Christianity is only exceeded by 
his distrust of his fellow-men. He holds it to be utterly impossible that 
good can come out of the present social and political conditions ; " the 
outcome can hardly be anything else than chaos " (p. 28). And so he 
takes as literal prediction the catastrophic utterances of the book of 
Daniel and of the apocalyptic discourses in the synoptic gospels. This 
is pessimism, however stoutly denied. It is neither good sociology 
nor good Christianity. The lump is being leavened, the grain is 
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maturing, and never so certainly or so rapidly as at the present time. 
Confidence in Christianity, to be genuine, must include confidence in 
humanity. 

The ordination of Dr. C. A. Briggs and Rev. C. H. Snedeker into 
the Episcopal priesthood was accompanied by a sermon by Dr. G. W. 
Douglas, which is published by The Macmillan Co. (New York, 1899 > 
pp. 32 ; $0.25). The sermon discusses the question of authority in 
matters of religion. Bishop Potter's introduction is brief, but reaches 
directly the center of the problem when he says : "In our age, and in 
a world that reads, and compares, and inquires, because it thinks, 
authority must vindicate itself by its appeal to those judges of all truth 
which are the image of the divine in man — the spiritual intuitions, the 
conscience, and the reason." 

Few problems attract more study or incite more literature than the 
self-consciousness of Jesus. Professor C. S. Beardslee, of Hartford 
Theological Seminary, is the latest writer upon the subject, in his essay 
Christ's Estimate of Himself (Hartford : Seminary Press, 1899 ; pp. 68). 
The study is carefully made, on sound historical principles and with 
a true biblical-theological interest. The results reached do not depart 
widely from current opinion, but are to some extent individual in sub- 
stance and expression. " The total content of Jesus' Messianic thought," 
he says, " was his divine commission, as Son of God, to dominate the 
realm of sin by sacrificially and triumphantly administering there the 
will of God, either in the form of vengeance or of grace" (p. 67). 

We shall evidently hear still more about the recently discovered 
fragments which have been supposed to be portions of the original 
Hebrew of the book of Ecclesiasticus. Professor D. S. Margoliouth, 
of the chair of Arabic in the University of Oxford, has changed his 
opinion of the fragments, and explains his new theory in a brochure 
of twenty pages, entitled The Origin of the " Original Hebrew " of 
Ecclesiasticus (London : Parker & Co., 1899). He now thinks that the 
fragments belong to a Hebrew version of Ecclesiasticus which was 
made at some time after 1000 A. D., and which was a translation back 
into Hebrew from a Syriac and a Persian version of the book. Having 
settled upon this latter view, and thinking that "all the Hebraists of 
Europe " had adopted and were holding to the former view because he 
had led the way thither, he now in animated language calls upon them 
to confess their humiliating error and again follow him, to his latest 
hypothesis. 



